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Fairness in the Body of Christ

In 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 Paul encourages the church in Corinth to
give financially to relieve the saints in Jerusalem. The body of Christ
in Jerusalem was suffering from severe poverty due to persecution and
a famine. Paul had been encouraging the Gentiles to help their brothers
in Jerusalem, and apparently, the Corinthian church committed to help-
ing but had not followed through (vs. 6, 10). He does not command
them to give, but appeals to the example of the Macedonian church and
to Christ himself to stimulate them to action.

The churches in Macedonia were themselves enduring affliction
and “extreme poverty” (vs. 2), yet they had an abundance of joy. Their
joy flowed from an understanding of the value of the Kingdom of
Heaven. They were like the man Jesus described who upon finding a
treasure hidden in a field joyfully sold everything and bought the field
(Matt 13:44). By grace (vs. 1) the Macedonian Christians understood
the unsurpassed value of the kingdom and thus freely gave out of their
poverty in order to meet the needs of their brethren. Apparently, Paul
had discouraged their giving due to the harshness of their own condi-
tions, but the Macedonians begged for the opportunity to participate in
the relief of the saints. The opportunity to participate, or share is fel-
lowship (koinonia). The use of this term illustrates the depth of what
Biblical fellowship really is. Far more than having a meal together,
fellowship involves the bearing of burdens which is part of being mem-
bers of the same bodly.

Further exceeding Paul’s expectations, the Macedonians not only
gave sacrificially of their financial resources, they gave of themselves.
They committed themselves to God, and as a result they committed
themselves to Paul in order that they might care for their neighbor.
After all, to love God with all of our heart is to love our neighbor as
ourselves (Matt 22:36-40). The Macedonians were not only willing to
give money, but they surrendered their time and talent to the will of God as
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